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Egypt, to the vv~w frontiers of I ndia. In
the prosecution of these conquests,
Nebuchadnezzar directed his arms chiefly
against the nations to the west of theE
uphrates, and Cyaxares against those to the
east of the Tygris; where, after having
subdued all the countries in the
neighbourhood of the Caspian sea, he
chased theS cythians into the wilds of
Sarmatia2. Concerning the state of the vast
regions to the east of the Tygris, at this
early period, we have little information,
that can be depended on. But the case is
very different, in regard to the countries to
the west of theE uphrates. There the most
interesting spectacles are presented to our
view, by historians both sacred and civil,
during the century that preceded the
destruction of Nineveh. The Assyrian
monarchs, from the foundation of their
empire, appear to have claimed dominion,
and i shadowing shroud, and of an high
stature, and his top was among the thick
boughs. The waters made him great; the
deep set him upon high, with her rivers
running round about his plants, and sent
out her little rivers unto all the trees of the
field. Therefore his height was exalted
above all the trees of the field, and his
bought were multiplied, and his branches
became long, because of the multitude of
waters, when he shot forth. All the fowls of
heaven made their nests in his boughs, and
under his branches did all the beasts of the
field bring forth their young, and under his
shadow dwelt all great nations. Thus was
he fair in his greatness, in the length of his
branches; for his root was by great waters
.(E zek. chap. xxxi. ver. 37.). But, because
his heart is lifted up in his height, adds the
prophet, in the name of theL ord, I have de
livered him into the hand of the mighty one
of the heathen. And strangers, the terrible
of the nations, have cut him off. Upon the
mountains, and in all the valleys, his
branches ar(Typographical errors above are
due to OCR software and dont occur in the
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